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California Native Plant Society is a 46-
year-old non-profit environmental 
organization devoted to preserving/ 
promoting California native plants and 
habitats. 

The Santa Clara Valley Chapter covers San 
Mateo and Santa Clara counties 

 Memberships start at $25 
 Benefits: 10% discounts at: 

 Almaden Valley Nursery, Summer Winds, Native Revival Nursery, Gold Rush Nursery. In the 
East Bay: East Bay Wilds, Annie’s Annuals, Berkeley Hort, Watershed Nursery 

 

Santa Clara Valley Chapter 



 Gardening With Natives is a subgroup of 
the Santa Clara Valley Chapter for people 
interested in learning about and growing 
California native plants.  

 In 2013 year, we hosted 34 free talks, 
reaching a total of over 900 attendees and 
almost 90 first-timers. 

 Join our listserv of over 1,250 people: 
Gardeningwithnatives-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com/ 

Santa Clara Valley Chapter 



  

Where are we???? 
What makes native plants special? 
Resources 
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Where are we? 
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Third Year of Drought 

 San Jose: 4.76 inches to date, normal is 12.42” 

 

 San Francisco: 5.67 inches to date, normal is 17.29” 
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Waterbanks 
 Santa Clara: 

 Almaden – 21% full 

 Anderson – 46% 

 Calero – 42% 

 Chesbro – 11% 

 Coyote – 39% 

 Gadalupe – 11% 

 Lexington – 31% 

 Stevens Creek – 11% 

 Uvas – 11% 

 Vasona – 68% 

 San Mateo and San Francisco: 
 Hetch Hetchy – 52% full 

 Crystal Springs – 86% 
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Periodic Droughts in California 

 1928-1934 

 1976-1977 

 1987-1992 

 2007-2009 

 2012-14 

 



Where are we? 

 West of the Sierras? 

 East of the Sierras? 
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Mediterranean Areas 
Cold and wet, Warm and dry 
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BOSTON 

44” 
BUFFALO 

39” 

RALEIGH 

43” 

MIAMI 

58” 

ATLANTA 

49” 

COLUMBUS 

38” 

CHICAGO 

36” 

DALLAS 

29” 

LINCOLN 

28” 

MINNEAPOLIS 

28” 

Annual Precipitation 



12 http://www.usa.com/santa-clara-county-ca-weather.htm 



Why Are California Native Plants 
Special? 
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Strategies for Survival 

Dormancy 
Root system 
Leaf orientation and coatings 
Leaf color 
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Dormancy 
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Bulbs—Soap Plant--Chlorogalum 
pomeridianum 
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Corms – California Brodiaea –
Brodiaea californica 

 

17 Photos from Annie’s Annuals 



Corms – Brodiaea elegans 
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Corms – Ithuriel’s spear – 
Triteleia laxa 
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Photo from Bay Natives, San Francisco 



Bulbs – Blue Dicks -- 
Dichelostemma capitatum 
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Bulb – Pink meadow onion 
Alium unifolium 

 

21 Photo from Telos Rare Bulbs 



Cool Season Grasses-- 
Fescues 

Festuca idahoensis Festuca californica 



Cool Season Grasses– 
Needlegrasses 

Purple needlegrass, Stipa pulchra Photos from: AnniesAnnuals.com 

Nodding needlegrass, Stipa cernua 



Perennial Phacelias 
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Woodland Phacelia – Phacelia bolanderi 



Very Low Water - Buckeye 

Aesculus californica Jean Struther’s Buckeye 



Root System 

26 



Root System 

First they sleep, 
Then they creep, 
Then they leap! 
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Leaf orientation and coatings 

28 



Manzanita – Arctostaphylos 
densiflora ‘Howard McMinn’ 
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Sedum – Sedum spathulifolium 
‘Purpureum’ 
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Santa Catalina Liveforever -
Dudleya hassei 
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Britton’s Dudleya – Dudleya 
brittonia  
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Leaf color 
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Cleveland Sage – 
Salvia clevelandi 
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Purple Sage – Salvia leucophylla 
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White Sage – Salvia apiana 
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Sand Hill sage – Artemisia 
pycnocephalus ‘David’s Choice’ 
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California fuchsias –  
Epilobium ‘Carmen’s Gray’ 
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39 
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Before circa 1994 



Before circa 2007 









 







Resources 
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Rebates 

 Santa Clara Valley Water District, $1/ square foot 

 Lawn Be Gone, $0.75/ square foot 

 Alameda County Water District, $1/ square foot 
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Native Plant References 
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“Plants and Landscapes for  
Summer-Dry Climates” by East Bay MUD 

“Landscape Plants for California Gardens” by Bob 
Perry 



Native Nurseries 
 

 Bay Natives, San Francisco 

 Summerwinds, Palo Alto, Campbell, other locations 

 Payless Rockery, San Jose (S. King Road) 

 Yerba Buena Nursery, Half Moon Bay 

 Native Revival Nursery, Aptos 

 Larner Seeds, mail order seeds 

 Annie Annuals, Richmond and online 

 Las Pilitas online 







Slide show and handout at our 
website: cnps-scv.org 
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